
 

“Why should I vaccinate my horse for ____?”  

CORE VACCINES 

 Rabies 

☐ Fatal  

☐ Zoonotic disease: transferrable from horse to 
horse or horse to human  

☐ Regionally active cases 

☐ *Spread through raccoons, skunks, foxes, 
small rodents, etc… 

Tetanus  

☐ Globally present 

☐ Any wound (any size) if contaminated with soil, 
dust, or manure, is at risk 

☐ If annually vaccinated, only serious wounds 
require tetanus booster 

☐ *Present in the intestinal tract and feces of 
all horses 

 

 Eastern/Western 

Encephalomyelitis 
☐ Eastern strain is a widely distributed virus in 

North America 
☐ Eastern is nearly always fatal regardless of 

treatment 
☐ Western Strain is distributed in western USA 

and is not common due to vaccination 
programs 

☐ Western Strain is not as fatal as the eastern 
strain but still has 50% mortality 

☐ *Spread through mosquitos and birds 

 West Nile Virus 

☐ 30% fatality  

☐ Regionally active cases  

☐ *Spread through mosquitos  

 

RISK BASED VACCINES 

 Potomac Horse Fever 

☐ Common in areas near freshwater streams, 
rivers, ponds, and well irrigated pastures. 

☐ Regionally active cases 

☐ *Does require booster: Immune system’s 
response to the vaccine is short lived 

 Botulism 

☐ Strongest biological toxin    

☐ Can be introduced through a wound, ingested 
spores, or ingested toxin due to contamination 
from decaying animal or plant material. i.e. 
Round bales, square bales… 

☐ Causes paralysis, inability to swallow, and is 
usually fatal 

☐ Regionally active cases 

☐ *Spread through the soil 

 Influenza (Flu) 

☐ Highly contagious in non-vaccinated horses 

☐ One of the most common causes of viral 
respiratory disease 

☐ *Traveling horses are more susceptible due 
to stress and exposure 

 Rhinopneumonitis (EHV ¼) 
(Equine Herpesvirus 1&4) 

☐ Primary cause of neurological disease and 
abortion   

☐ Primary cause of respiratory disease (young 
horses are especially high risk) 

☐ *Spread by direct or indirect contact with 
nasal secretions, or in aborted fetuses; 
placental and fetal fluids, and placentae. 

 

For more information please contact your veterinarian or visit:  
 American Association of Equine Practitioners https://aaep.org  
 Merck Manual; Veterinary Manual https://www.merckvetmanual.com  
 Centers for Disease Control https://www.cdc.gov  

 
 
 
 
 

https://aaep.org/
https://www.merckvetmanual.com/
https://www.cdc.gov/


 

“How often should I vaccinate my horse for ____?” 
 
 

 

‘Risk based vaccines’ is a tailored list based on our veterinarian’s recommendations for the area 
and/or traveling horses. Feel free to talk with us during your next visit to discuss your plans for the 
year for more personalized recommendations.  

CORE VACCINES 

Rabies 
-Once a year 
 

Tetanus  
-Initial tetanus given and then booster 4 
weeks later 
-After Initial two; Once a year 

 Eastern/Western 
Encephalomyelitis 

 -Given once a year at the beginning of 
“vector season” 

  
 West Nile Virus 
 -Given once a year at the beginning of 

“vector season” 
  

RISK BASED VACCINES 

 Potomac Horse Fever 
 -Booster every 3-4 months; typically 

during spring and fall vaccinations 
 -*Booster so often due to short-lived 

response within the immune system* 
  
 Botulism 
 -3 initial doses 30 days apart; Once a year 

thereafter 
 

 Influenza (Flu) 
 -Booster every 6 months based on 

risk/traveling 
  
 Rhinopneumonitis (EHV ¼) 

(Equine Herpesvirus 1&4) 
 -Booster every 6 months based on 

risk/traveling 
 


